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I remember one class of twenty one students 
being given the task of creating seven garden 
ponds with year round plants.  They had to learn 
a little maths (how many blocks), a little physics 
(how water flows), a little botany (how plants 
grow) but overall how to co-operate with the 
team mates.

Each year as I attended the awards ceremony in 
different schools, I heard the presentation of the 
class spokesperson and sampled the cooking of 
the culinary team, I realised that these students 
would not have been recognised by the regular 
leaving certificate.

The Leaving Certificate Applied is a wonderful 
addition to our education curriculum.

Let’s ensure that it continues and thrives under 
the formidable talent of those teachers whose 
love for education has helped so many young 
people and will encourage so many more in the 
future.

When the Minister of Education Niamh 
Bhreathnach called and said 'would you like a Feargal Quinn 
challenge' I had no idea what that challenge 
would be!  But what a rewarding task it was  to 
chair a large committee of experts in education 
to introduce The Leaving Certificate Applied!

I realised the opportunity to influence the 
education system in Ireland that identified the 
talents of our young people without 
concentrating  solely on their academic ability.

In business, I have learned that some of the 
most efficient people were often those whose 
abilities had not been recognised by the 
traditional education system.  To see teenagers 
who had been at the back of their class since 
starting school because they were not great at 
traditional subjects suddenly being regarded as 
heroes because of their ability to get things done 
was a delight.

“Would You Like
 a Challenge ?”



The year was 1995 and word was everyone involved that they were part of 
beginning to filter down to schools about the something really significant and of course this 
introduction of an exciting new programme. enthusiasm was passed on to the students.  As 
Documentation was being sent out and a result of all these endeavours, many who 
induction meetings were being organised by the previously would have dropped out of school or 
'Support Service' around the country. would have had a poor experience had they 

I was really excited by this new Leaving stayed on, were now enjoying  something  very 
Certificate that was going to cater for the needs different. For the first time students were getting 
of students that were not being served by the a positive feedback in school, developing vital 
'Traditional Leaving Certificate'. For many years skills and teachers were seeing many students 
I and other teachers were angry and frustrated in a new light. Parents too found that their son or 
by the 'one size fits all' educational system. We daughter was happier and the daily trauma of 
witnessed students with skills and aptitudes that trying to force a reluctant student to school came 
were not being developed by the academic to an end.
system. Now hopefully this was all going to Of course the Leaving Certificate Applied 
change. was not a panacea. There were students whose 

The Principal and I attended a needs were not met by the established Leaving 
presentation on the programme in Limerick and Certificate or the Leaving Certificate Applied. 
were really impressed. The Leaving Certificate However the rigid mould of the educational 
Applied was well planned and a radical system had been changed for the benefit of 
departure from the existing Leaving Certificate. many and this was welcome. 
Most important of all, it was student centred and  It is important at this stage to mention 
was backed by a wonderful dedicated support Diarmuid Ó Donnabháin who was Director of 
team. This team also had the funding to do the Shannon Curriculum Development Centre at 
job properly, so we decided there and then that the time and was responsible for developing 
we would recommend the programme to the many of the components of the Leaving 
Board of Management and staff. Certificate Applied. He was a key figure in the 

Setting up the structures necessary for implementation of the programme in 1995.
the Leaving Certificate Applied to operate at The reasons for establishing the 
school level was a very big undertaking. The programme are just as relevant today as twenty 
difference now is the little support that years ago. The difference now however is that 
coordinators and schools have by comparison many of the supports that were so essential for 
to twenty years ago, more specifically the lack of the success of Leaving Certificate Applied have 
an adequate support team. been depleted over the last number of years. 

In 1995 members of the support team This makes it so more difficult for teachers and 
were based in the Shannon Curriculum schools to operate the programme. It is also 
Development Centre and the Curriculum sending a message to students that the Leaving 
Development Unit in Dublin. These centres Certificate Applied is down the priority list of the 
organised meetings with Principals, in-career government and the Minister for Education.
development days in September each year on Let us hope then that 2015 will be the 
all Leaving Certificate Applied Courses, regional year that an opportunity will be taken to review 
cluster meetings, visits to schools and a helpline the programme and make real commitments to 
to a deal with any issues that might arise. Trade support the Leaving Certificate Applied and the 
fairs and certificate award ceremonies were thousands of students which it benefits.
held each year. There was a sense among                                                      John Linehan 

Leaving Certificate Applied
.... Looking Back



Airport Hotel where they met with the other 
twenty two selected students. As part of the 
workshop they had to decide on a topic to 
debate in the parliament. Shannon and Karen 
worked extremely hard on this and developed a 
number of points to discuss with their peers in 
Strasbourg.

Each country is required to give a 
welcome address at the opening of Euroscola 
and Karen was selected to represent Ireland. 
With some assistance from her French teacher 
Mr Maloney, Karen gave the address in perfect The Michael Sweetman Educational 
French.Trust was established in 1975 in memory of 

During their day in the European economist Michael Sweetman, one of 118 
Parliament they discusses many important people who died in an airplane accident on 18th 
topics and debated with students from other of June 1972. An advocate of Ireland's entry into 
countries. It was an invaluable experience for the European Economic Community, Mr 
the girls. Sweetman was a former Director of the Irish 

Council of the European Movement (now 
European Movement Ireland). 

Each year, the Michael Sweetman 
Educational Trust, with the generous assistance 
of Education and Training Boards and the 
support of the European Parliament, assisted by 
European Movement Ireland and the Education 
and Training Boards Ireland (ETBI), awards a 
trip to Euroscola in Strasbourg, France to twenty 
four Leaving Certificate Applied students, 
attending an ETB School, College or Centre.

At Euroscola these students have the 
opportunity to spend a day in the shoes of an 
MEP, learning about the workings of the 
European Institutions from the inside, 
discussing democracy and fundamental rights 
with other teenagers from all over the EU and 
expressing their personal opinions on Europe in 
the chamber of the European Parliament.

This year two LCA students from 
Oaklands Community College were awarded 
this prestigious prize. Karen Darby and 
Shannon Murphy along with their teacher Ms 
O'Callaghan travelled to Strasbourg on the 21st 
of January.

Before leaving for Strasbourg, the girls 
took part in a workshop in Bewleys Dublin 

The Michael Sweetman
Education Trust



Important LCANA Council
meeting with Department 
of Education & Skills

n January 26th 2015 review, citing as examples the IT and O , four members of 
Construction and Graphic Construction the LCANA council met with representatives of 
modules. She also sought information on the the Department of Education and Skills to 
Chief Examiner's report which was overdue.discuss some key concerns in relation to the 

Maureen Casey discussed our concerns Leaving Certificate Applied programme. The 
about the changing nature of opportunities for representatives from DES included Anne 
Leaving Cert i f icate Appl ied students O'Mahony, Curriculum and Assessment Unit, 
progressing to further education and Margarita Boyle, Teacher Education Section 
employment. In particular she cited the changes and Ger Power, Inspectorate.
in entry to An Garda Siochana and some Hotel Tom Rodgers, LCANA Chairman opened 
and Catering courses in the DIT.the  meet ing .  He thanked the  DES 

Maureen also explained our concerns in representatives for facilitating and introduced 
relation to the Leaving Certificate Applied   the LCANA representatives, Mary Farrell, 
Support Service and the level of support that will Maureen Casey and Sandra Joyce.  He outlined 
be available to teachers and Coordinators as a the history of LCANA and explained the work 
result of the change in personnel that will occur and support offered to teachers and 

in September 2015.Coordinators of Leaving 
Tom outlined the LCANA Certificate Applied nationally. 

plan to mark the twentieth Tom explained that the 20th 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  L e a v i n g  anniversary of the introduction 
Certificate Applied with an of the Leaving Certificate 
ex tended  con fe rence  i n  Applied into our schools would 
November.take place in September 2015. 

The DES representatives responded to This was an ideal opportunity to celebrate the 
the issues raised during the lively discussion achievements, to review the programme and to 
that followed.address some pertinent issues that needed 

Margarita Boyle reassured us that there attention. The briefing paper, prepared in 
will be no reduction in the level of support for advance of the meeting by LCANA formed the 
Leaving Certificate Applied teachers and basis of the discussion.
Coordinators in September 2015.Mary Farrell outlined the concerns re the 

The pressure experienced in schools lack of promotion of Leaving Certificate Applied 
who have combined Year 1 and Year 2 was and the lack of clarity about the value of this 
acknowledged.The Chief Examiners report will educational credential. She explained that 
be available in March 2015.LCANA  view the programme as a vital one in 

Anne O'Mahony explained that Leaving our schools and that many students have 
Certificate Applied is well embedded in the DES benefitted hugely from it over the years. 

 as an important programme in our schools. She However, the lack of promotion nationally of 
Leaving Certificate Applied welcomed the discussion that had taken place  impacts negatively 

 and suggested a follow up meeting when further on the recruitment of students while the lack of 
 Leaving Certificate responses would be offered to the issues raised.clarity about the value of the 

Applied This was warmly welcomed by the  credential creates difficulties in advising 
its LCANA representatives. This was indeed a very parents about  value in terms of progression 

worthwhile meeting. Many thanks to the DES and employment opportunities.
representatives who listened carefully to the Sandra Joyce explained that a lot of the 
issues we raised.module descriptors were in urgent need of 

Mary Farrell



Rang Ceola are the 5th year LCA class in 
Colaiste Bride, Clondalkin. As part of their 
General Education Task they put on an art 
exhibition in the school to showcase the work 
they were creating in their Visual Arts class.  Mr 
Robert Barry is their teacher who anchored this 
task. 
This is their event in their own words: 

“As a group we decided to put on an 
exhibition to display art work that reflects our 
identity. The task involved each student 
preparing one piece that reflected their own 
identity. Our teacher allowed us to choose any 
area we were interested in”.  (Justyne) 

“We created an exhibition to present our art 
work. We included all the work completed since 
September - canvas drawings and masks. We 
had to paint, draw and create what reflected our 
identity so I chose to do a canvas  five feet high 
which is the same height as myself.  I did that 
because I wanted a challenge”. (Rachel) 

“On the day of the exhibition we stayed in school 
all day to prepare for the night ahead of us. We 
put the art on the walls  and all worked together 
to set up for the exhibition, to get the food and 
refreshments ready and to welcome visitors. It 
was a successful night and everyone was proud 
of all the artwork we did and how well we pulled 
off the exhibition”. (Kelly) 

“I learned planning skills but specifically 
planning an art exhibition. Communication was 
a skill that was developed through this art task 
by speaking to my group to see what job each of 
us was going to do. I also learned the skill of 
listening as we all had to listen to each other in 

Debbie McArdle
planning of the exhibition. The skill of teamwork 

Leaving Certificate Applied Co-ordinator
was learned during this task too, as the class 
had to work together to put on the art exhibition.  
We all had to learn the skill of leadership in this 
project as we all had to take charge of what way 
the art pieces were to be laid out. ”.  (Zoe) 

Art Exhibition
- Colaiste Bhride



It is important to recognise the achievements of Leaving Certificate Applied students in our 
schools. 

Last year, Oaklands Community College decided to create a dedicated Leaving Certificate 
Applied notice board (above) where the achievements of  its students were displayed along with 

any upcoming events. 
It was and is a huge success as the notice board is packed with their achievements. The Leaving 

Certificate Applied students have also written up a piece on their experiences so prospective 
students can see what is involved in Leaving Certificate Applied. 

Promoting 
Leaving Certificate Applied
in your school



The LCANA executive  began the with Amy Kilcline PDST and Margaret McMahon 
academic year with a new workshop on all team leader in PDST. We spent a lot of time 
seven tasks by Leaving Certificate Applied planning the 20th anniversary conference, 
examiners in Athlone Teachers’ Centre on Sept guest speakers,  guest list for the event, etc.
13th. A large number of teachers and Four members of the executive (Tom 
Coordinators attended the event and found the Rodgers, Mary Farrell, Maureen Casey and 
workshops extremely helpful. Brian Comerford) attended a meeting with 

The Leaving Certificate Applied National Senator Feargal Quinn in Leinster House to 
conference and Feargal Quinn awards took brainstorm ideas on promoting the Leaving 
place in The Aisling Hotel on November 29th. Certificate Applied. Senator Quinn has been a 
Speakers for the Conference were Miriam very dedicated supporter of LCANA over many 
Horgan on subject inspection and Fr. Peter years. A number of ideas were suggested by 
McVerry on the value of Leaving Certificate Senator Quinn and are being followed up by the 
Applied in building students self esteem and executive members to raise the public profile of 
retention in school. He said that “no student the Leaving Certificate Applied.
should leave school feeling bad about The Leaving Certificate Applied annual 
themselves and that the LCA helps students to review of the exam papers took place on June 
gain a sense of achievement”. A large numbers 20th, 2015.
of teachers, Coordinators, parents and students On August 27th, members of the LCANA 
attended the event. The LCANA  AGM was held executive meet Amy Kilcline, Pat Coffey 
after lunch. (Leaving Certificate Support,PDST), the 

On Jan. 26th members of the LCANA director of PDST Rachael O'Farrell and Ciara 
executive (Mary Farell, Tom Rogers , Maureen O'Donnell, the National Director of PDST. We 
Casey and Sandra Joyce), met with the met them in the PDST premises in Park West 
Department of Education & Skil ls in and they were extremely supportive around our 
Marlborough St. We met Anne O’Mahony forthcoming events: September Task 
(Curriculum and Assessment  Policy Unit), Workshop, our stand at Feilte ‘15 and the 20th 
Margaruite Boyle (Teacher Education Section) Anniversary. The PDST have designed and will 
and Ger Power (Inspectorate). We discussed be launching a new information book on all 
the value and of the Leaving Certificate Applied aspects of Leaving Certificate Applied. They will 
credential and promotion of the programme, advertise all LCANA forthcoming events on their 
curr iculum review and development,  website and at all their workshops. They had a 
progression of students, the Leaving Certificate number of ideas on the National Conference 
Applied support service and the upcoming 20th and will meet us in October to complete the 
anniversary. We were assured of ongoing planning for our events.
support from the Department and support also The 20th anniversary of the Leaving 
from PDST. We were assured that there would Certificate Applied, the Feargal Quinn Awards 
be a Chief Examiners’ report released after for Leaving Certificate Applied and our 2015 
Easter and that the Department would look at National Conference takes place in The Hodson 
reviewing the descriptor modules for Leaving Bay Hotel, Athlone on Saturday November 21, 
Certificate Applied which have not been 2015. A must for all schools/centres, 
reviewed since the start of the programme. management, Coordinators and teachers. 

Spring workshops were held in Athlone We look forward to meeting all our 
and Laois. members to continue on the great work of the 

On March 23rd the LCANA executive met LCA for the next number of years .

Review of the Year
2014/15



Leaving Certificate Applied
Year in Greenhills College

and spend thirty minutes playing 'Maths for fun' It has been yet another busy and exciting 
games with the primary school students. This term for Leaving Certificate Applied Students in 
Programme is equally beneficial for Leaving Greenhills College, embarking on many new 
Certificate Applied and primary  students.ventures, projects and programmes.
The Sixth Year Leaving Certificate Applied In an effort to promote numeracy levels 
students from Greenhills College had a among students, we have created a link with our 
challenging task of making and selling local national primary school, St Peters. The 
'Shamrock Shakes' and all of the proceeds went Sixth Year Leaving Certificate Applied students 
to Pieta House. The Shamrock Shakes were walk up to the local school with their Maths 
delicious and enjoyed by students and staff.  teacher Ms Needham every Monday morning 



enjoyable visit, the students embarked on the On Friday April 24th, six Leaving 
Skyline Tour which involves walking on the roof Certificate Applied students from Oaklands 
of Croke Park. It was a fantastic experience as Community College, Edenderry went on a trip to 
the Skyline offered breathtaking views of Dublin. Dublin Zoo and Croke Park. This was funded by 

The students returned to school the profits from their mini company last year. 
exhausted but happy, having had a great day They were accompanied by the Leaving 
out.Certificate Applied Coordinator Ms Keane and 

by their teacher Ms O'Callaghan.
First stop was Dublin Zoo. 

Arriving just after 10am, the zoo 
was very quiet which allowed the 
students to take their time 
walking around exploring. 

Next stop was Croke Park 
where the students were treated 
to a tour of the historic sporting 
venue. A great debate took place 
on the tour as to which county 
was the best: Cork, Westmeath, 
Offaly or Kildare. After a spirited 
debate, Cork was the undeniable 
winner. At the end of a very 

Leaving Certificate Applied 
Tour - Dublin Zoo & Croke Park



Why Leaving Certificate Applied? because when I was researching I found I didn't 
need the traditional Leaving Certificate. I am 
really glad I chose it as it prepares you for an 

I chose to do Leaving Certificate Applied interview for college. You have a better 
because I didn't want to do the traditional opportunity to communicate with teachers and 
Leaving Certificate. I really like the Programme employers. 
because I like the people in my class and I like Lee Hyland
the teachers. I like work experience because it 
gives you an idea what you want to do when you 
leave school. I chose to do Leaving Certificate Applied 
Jade Lynch because I wasn't sure what I wanted to do. It felt 

like the right choice for me. I feel I get along 
I chose to do Leaving Certificate Applied better with the teachers. Teachers help you to 
because, although I had an idea what I wanted make the right choices. You really enjoy Leaving 
to do when I left school, I wasn't 100% sure. It Certificate Applied especially if you get your 
gave me the chance to work in a business and work done. Ms Keane is a great help and will 
get experience. It shows you how it feels to work help you no matter what. I really enjoy Leaving 
and it shows you what the working world is really Certificate Applied and getting along with 
like. Leaving Certificate Applied gives you great teachers.
confidence boost and it sets you up for life. In the Evelina Kubelskaite
traditional Leaving Certificate you do not get the 
chance to do the same level of work experience. I felt Leaving Certificate Applied was the right 
Leaving Certificate Applied has shown me that I option for me. I thought it would be an easier 
want to be a sound engineer. I did my work option and all my friends were going it. I also like 
experience in a theatre. it because I feel the work experience helps you 
Brad Brennan in later life. I also get on better with my teachers.

Liam Doran

At the start of Fifth Year I didn't know whether to I chose Leaving Certificate Applied because my 
do Leaving Certificate Applied or traditional friends did it and they said it was good. I didn't 
Leaving Certificate. I'm glad I chose Leaving know what I wanted to do when I left school so I 
Certificate Applied. I get on well with my thought Leaving Certificate Applied would help 
teachers and with my class. We already have me choose. I think it was a good choice because 
some trips planned for this year. I'm enjoying it. I'm looking forward to going on 
Peter O'Reilly trips throughout the year.

Aaron Mooney
I chose to do Leaving Certificate Applied 

Class of 2016
Oaklands Community College



Above everything 
else however, the 
education of young 
people was his 
passion. His work 
either in Killester 
College or as a 
member of LCANA, 
was devoted to 
teaching and 
inspiring students in 
preparation for life. 

Liam gave 
completely of himself 
to any endeavour he 
was involved in. He 
worked tirelessly for 
LCANA, defending 
and promoting the 
Leaving Certificate 
Applied Programme 
at every opportunity.

It was with great regret that we heard 
the sad news of the death of Liam, our Following his retirement from the 
colleague of many years, who passed away LCANA council,  his efficiency, inspiration, wit 
suddenly in Dublin on January 8th, 2015. and good humour were greatly missed. 

Liam devoted his life to teaching and However he never lost interest and still kept up 
never lost his passion for education even in his to date with developments that were taking 
retirement. He joined our Association shortly place. 
after it was formed and at once devoted Liam was representative of that group 
himself to developing the Association and of teachers who educated the surge of 
progressing the Leaving Certificate Applied at students that thankfully stayed on in education 
National Level. He served as chairperson for a following the introduction of free secondary 
number of years and was a key figure in education. Despite little continuous 
organising our first conference celebrating ten professional development and few resources, 
years of Leaving Certificate Applied. teachers like Liam educated and inspired 

As chairman he had the wonderful hundreds of young people who are today 
ability to both enthuse and entertain while at making such a great contribution to Irish life.
the same time work through an agenda We extend our deepest sympathy to his 
efficiently. Later on he served as treasurer and family and friends.
guided the Association through the initial 
application for TPN funding. Liam always         Ar dhéis Dé go raibh a anam dílis     
ensured that funds were in a healthy state 
even through very difficult economic times.

Obituary - Liam Deaton



Leaving Certificate Applied
Year in Hazelwood College

Aodan Brennan, Steven Dunleavy, Darren 
Geary & Conor Begley pictured with actor 
Alan Devine. Leaving Certificate Applied 
students participated in a two day public 
speaking workshop with Alan who is 
probably best known for playing the part of 
Louie Glesson in Fair City. he has also 
starred in Glenroe as well as playing the 
part of Gerry 'The Monk' Hutch in Veronica 
Guerin.

Gerard Moore, Rebecca Roche, Aine 
Cunningham, Caitriona O’Sullivan & Aodan 

Brennan pictured with shoeboxes collected in 
Hazelwood College as part of Operation Team 

Hope shoebox appeal

Leaving Certificate Applied students from 
Hazelwood College who visited Croke Park 
and the GAA museum as part of their Irish 

studies

Shaun Shannon, Charles Butler, 
Rebecca Roche and Tara Barrett 
pictured with the SIMDRIVE mobile unit 
that visited our school to offer structured 
lessons for learner drivers to develop 
driving skills. Good driving habits were 
also encouraged.



The winners of the "Feargal Quinn" Awards 2014 - almost a clean sweep for Cork schools:

Laura Engele, Dundalk Youthreach, Dundalk, Co Louth

Rebecca Relihan, St Mary's Secondary School, Mallow, Co Cork.

Jessica Brewer,  Coláiste Pobail Setanta, Phibblestown, Clonee, Dublin 15.

Joanna Crowley, Sacred Heart Secondary School, Clonakilty, Co Cork
.

Suzanne Dempsey, Sacred Heart Secondary School, Clonakilty, Co Cork.

Emma McCarthy, Sacred Heart Secondary School, Clonakilty, Co Cork.

Emily Mulqueen, Loreto Secondary School, Fermoy, Co Cork.

Kelly Boland, Presentation Secondary School, Mitchelstown, Co Cork.

Rebecca O'Regan, Presentation Secondary School, Mitchelstown, Co Cork.

Hannah Geddes, St Paul's Secondary School, Greenhills, Dublin 12.

Feargal Quinn Awards for
Leaving Certificate Applied 
2014

Photos overleaf



Feargal Quinn Awards for
Leaving Certificate Applied 
2014



Feargal Quinn Awards for
Leaving Certificate Applied 
2014



Profiles of
Feargal Quinn Award Winners

Laura  Engele

Rebecca Relihan
Joanna Crowley, Suzanne Dempsey, 
Emma McCarthy -Sacred Heart, 
Secondary School, Clonakilty

Jessica  Brewer 

excellence from the beginning of the Leaving 
Certificate Applied programme.  She was a Dundalk Youthreach, are delighted with 
perfectionist and would only hand up her their Award winner Laura Engele. Laura came 
assignments when they were completed to her to Ireland from Latvia in 2011 and at that stage 
high standard.  Jessica was also very had no English. She worked in Halfords for 
generous in her support of other students.  about eight months. Her friend told her about 
She frequently helped other students who Youthreach and she made an application.
were finding some of the work difficult or Laura was an exemplary student who was 
challenging.  always in attendance and most co-operative. 

She won several Academic She was a very diligent worker and was an 
Achievement Awards throughout Fifth and inspiration to the whole group. She was 
Sixth Year and was awarded Fifth Year extremely kind to some of the weaker learners 
Student of the Year at our annual awards in the Leaving Certificate Applied group and 
ceremony in June 2013.  Jessica was a really enjoyed the homeliness of Youthreach 
positive role model for other students in her as she was so far away from her own home 
course and for younger students in the college and family.
as well.  She did some of her work experience When asked to describe Dundalk Youthreach 
in the college admin department and carried Laura said “It's the best place I have ever 
out all her duties with initiative, good humour been, the help and support I got from the 
and enthusiasm.  Coláiste Pobail Setanta, teachers was unbelievable” Laura was a 
Clonee are proud and delighted to see what a pleasure to teach. She is currently doing a 
mature, responsible and capable young PLC course in Pre-Law in Dunboyne College.
woman she has become and we wish her  All the staff at Dundalk Youthreach are 
every success in the future.very proud of her achievement and wish her 

Jessica is currently doing a PLC every success in her future studies.
Course, with a view to going on into college.

Becky was a student of St. Mary's 
Secondary School Mallow and completed her 
Leaving Certificate Applied Programme in 
2014.  In her quiet and gentle way Becky Joanna has achieved a distinction in 
worked extremely hard, taking on board the Occupational First Aid and is currently 
spirit and opportunities afforded by the undertaking the Irish Water Safety Swim 
programme.  Her attendance and her Teacher Level 1 qualification, a lifeguard 
application to tasks and key assignments were qualification and a gym instructor qualification.
excellent.  She excelled at work experience 
and many of her placements prepared her for Joanna's goals for the future are to 
her chosen career which is Childcare Studies. work in an Outdoor Education Centre like 
She is currently pursuing this course in Mallow Cappanalea, become a personal trainer and to 
College of Further Education. travel abroad. She is currently studying 

Leisure and Recreation in Coláiste Stiofáin 
Noafa, Cork

Jessica showed a firm commitment to 



Suzanne is involved in organising and Boland and Rebecca O Regan in 2014.
fundraising for two very important Both girls were involved in “The John 
organisations in West Cork: Special Paul II Awards”, an award given to young 
Olympics and Pieta House.  She also people who are actively involved in the life of 
organised an underage disco to raise money their parish and community.
for the Niall Mellon Fund for house building in Kelly and Rebecca decided that 
South Africa. Leaving Certificate Applied was their 

Suzanne plans to progress to the preferred option and both displayed 
advanced course in Beauty Therapy next commitment and dedication to their work, 
year followed by night time courses in nails undertaking tasks and key assignment with 
and make-up to maximise her skills. She is determination and enthusiasm.
doing Beauty Therapy in Cork College Of Kelly worked in various beauty salons 
Commerce. and hairdressers in Mitchelstown receiving 

Emma has completed the Bronze and glowing reports from every one of her 
Silver Gasice  Award. She aims to complete employers. She displayed an eagerness to 
her QQI Level 5 course and to progress onto learn and an attention to detail in her 
C.I.T. to do Social Care. constant hard work. Kelly is now doing a hair 

Emma is currently studying health dressing course in St John's College Cork. 
care assistant QQI Level 5 in the Cork Rebecca did her work experience in a 
College of Commerce. nursing home working with the elderly and 

she received a glowing report from her 
employers for her caring nature.  This led to 
her to pursue a career in the caring Emily started the Leaving Certificate 
profession and she is currently doing a pre Applied Programme in Loreto Fermoy in 
nursing course in Cork.2012. From the offset she was an 

outstanding student approaching each task 
or assignment with enthusiasm and 
diligence. Emily was well respected by her Hannah is a highly motivated student 
peers and always willing to help others and with great creative ability and enthusiasm.  
share her opinions and ideas.  She went She was delight to teach, was always helpful, 
about her work with a quiet confidence but engaged and positive. She encouraged her 
she gratefully accepted any advice or input peers to achieve also in the true spirit of 
from her teachers. Leaving Certificate Applied.  She displayed a 

Loreto Secondary School, Fermoy are maturity beyond her years in all her activities,  
so proud of Emily, they can't think of anyone always willing and eager. Her timekeeping, 
more deserving of this award. Emily is attendance and attitude along with her 
currently studying makeup artistry in Cork - behaviour was impeccable.  She was a most 
the course of her choice. competent student.  St Paul's Secondary 

School, Greenhills are delighted that Hannah 
has reached such a high standard and has 
been given appropriate recognition for her 
efforts as no-one deserves it more.

Hannah is doing a Childcare course in Presentation Secondary School, 
the Liberties College.  Apparently, she is Mitchelstown are justifiably proud of Kelly 
working as hard as ever.

Emily  Mulqueen

Hannah Geddes

Kelly Boland, Rebecca O'Regan- 
Presentation Secondary School, 
Mitchelstown, Co Cork.

Profiles of
Feargal Quinn Award Winners



Leaving Certificate Applied
Year in St. Mary’s, Mallow

Children's Christmas Party

Wheelchair Basketball

Visit from the AADI

In December 2014, Year Two Leaving 
Certificate Applied hosted a party for special 
needs children in the Convent Primary 
School, Mallow. We held it in Little Rascals, 
a children’s play centre in Mallow. On the 
bus journey the children were really excited 
and when we arrived they couldn't wait to 
get started playing in the maze. They were 
really happy. 

Brenda and I had the job of 
organising the children's party bags. Olivia was shocked when they saw a dog coming 
and Gina bought the food and party bags. into the school because it isn't something 
They brought them to the canteen and we that happens too often. Third Years also 
put some of the food in the bags during I.T joined our class for the talk and there was a 
class.  At the Christmas party we also had lot of excitement when they saw the dog 
the job of giving out the bags. Casper. The talk was really good and opened 

Miss Walsh asked us to make a poster our eyes about how much AADI do for 
for the party and we went in to primary children with autism. After the talk I went 
school and showed it to the children. down town and sold cards and calendars for 

We  organised Santa had make sure AADI which was a great experience. I was 
he got the presents. I asked Mr Bohane if he delighted to help fundraise because  AADI is 
would mind doing Santa he said he didn't such a brilliant organisation.
mind at all. The day of the Christmas Party I 
had to drop the Christmas parcels up to Mr 
Bohane's classroom. The kids loved it when On the 4th of November 2014, Year Two 
he came, they were full of excitement. Leaving Certificate Applied students invited 

Each child had their picture taken with Paul Ryan into our school to tell us about his 
Santa and got a present. We had Christimas life, what it's like to have one leg and also 
Songs when he arrived and he gave out play a wheelchair basketball game. Paul 
presents. arrived to St. Mary’s Secondary School for 9 

o' clock that morning and we also invited the 
First Years (1 Ciaran) to come and play in 

On the 6th of December we had a visit from the game. We were separated into four 
AADI (the AADI stands for Autism Assistance groups, each playing a game against one 
Dogs Ireland). AADI is a national charity another. Everyone found it very tough to get 
providing highly trained assistance dogs for around in a wheelchair and to try and get 
children with autism and their families. I from one end of the court to the other.
wrote a letter to AADI asking if they would be Once the game was over Year Two 
able to get a guest speaker to come in to my Leaving Certificate Applied students helped 
class and educate us about AADI. This was Paul put the wheelchairs back in the van and 
very useful for my task but everyone enjoyed we went to a classroom where my teacher 
the talk and learned a lot from it.  Everyone got Paul a cup of tea. We really enjoyed this 



experience. On the same day the Year Two 
class were also told that we were chosen by 

One autumn lovely day we were all inside in Ms. Cantillon to play in a wheelchair 
class wondering what we could do as a good basketball blitz against other schools to raise 
deed. We were looking up local charities and I money for the Irish Wheelchair Association. 
was researching the Donkey Sanctuary in We were all really excited about this. 
Liscarroll. This lovely skewball donkey popped 
up saying “adopt me”. My class were very 
enthusiastic about the idea. The cost of the On the 21st of November 2014, Year Two 
adopting of the donkey was €20. There were Leaving Certificate Applied class headed to the 
ten people so it worked out as two euro each. Mardyke in Cork for a wheelchair basketball 
When we had all our money collected we blitz to raise money for the IWA (Irish 
arranged a day trip to the Donkey Sanctuary Wheelchair Association). There were so many 
for the 28th of October 2014. We got a mini schools there. We arrived at the Mardyke at 
bus out to the Donkey Sanctuary with our 9.20 a.m. and we played our first match at 9.30 
teacher Ms. Walsh. We got see the Donkey we a.m. against Ashton School from Blackrock 
adopted which was called 'Richie'. We hope 
that every year from now on that the Leaving 
Certificate Applied year 2 of St Mary's Mallow 
will adopt a donkey as the adoption only lasts 
one year. This is Richie's story:-

Richie is a lovely young 
donkey. Richie was born 
on January 15th 2007. 
Sadly, he was 
orphaned ten days 
later when his mother 
died from blood 
poisoning. Richie's Road and unfortunately we lost. It was a really 
owners were desperate for tough game as they had a lot of experience 
our help. Sanctuary staff made from the year before. Our next match was at 
an urgent journey in the snow to rescue him 11.00 a.m. and that match was against 
and bring him back to the sanctuary where he Coláiste Choilm from Ballincollig. We played 
required round the clock care. Despite his really well during that game and our team even 
rough start in life, Richie has grown into a scored a basket but also unfortunately we lost 
handsome, boisterous but well-liked young yet again. It was such a fun day though overall 
fellow. Richie is known for his hearty appetite as we were thought how to juggle. We met a 
and playful antics. He is a real winner with the Kerry footballer and Cork hurlers and got loads 
visitors, especially children, who can't resist his of pictures. We also were talking to Paul Ryan 
charm and good looks.and we had a great day. We all absolutely 

loved it and would love to do it again. 

Adopting a Donkey 
by Ciara O'Hanlon St. Mary's Mallow

Mardyke  Blitz:

Leaving Certificate Applied
Year in St. Mary’s, Mallow



Ashling Caolan. 
LCA graduate Colaiste Mhuire Ennis 
1995 - 2000

trained as a Therapeutic Horse Riding Coach 
in Festina Lente in Bray and got my BHS 1 in 
horse care and riding. I recently qualified as 

I have done many courses since bio energy therapist and I run my own 
school. I did a one year business course in Therapeutic Horse Riding Business in Clare at 
HSI Limerick. I did a plc in social care in GTI the weekends. Leaving Certificate Applied let 
and went on to Athlone IT to do an Honours me see the areas of work I was interested in. It 
BA degree in Applied Social Studies in Social was project work and practical so less exams.  
Care. I have also obtained a certificate from I am a very practical person and learn by 
NUI Maynooth in training and education. I doing.

What school did you attend?

What course did you do when you finished What aspects  did you enjoy?
school?

Where are you know?

Why would you recommend Leaving Certificate 
Applied?

people for the two years in a smaller class 
I attended Rockford Manor secondary school in setting, you become quite close and it is a much 
Blackrock, Co. Dublin from 2006 to 2012 better learning environment. 

The continual assessments and the fact it was 
 I Left Dublin to move to Northern Ireland and I practical. I enjoyed it because I find exams really 
joined a gap year programme called “Team On difficult, I get stressed out and feel really 
Mission”. I stayed for two years. During this time nervous which then affects my performance 
I studied youth work, community relations and during the exams. In Leaving Certificate Applied 
Makaton (a form of sign language). you were already somewhat aware if you had 

passed before the exam, which meant anything 
you got in the exams would only increase your 

Now, I am currently living in North Dublin final marks, not determine whether you passed 
studying “The care of the child with special need  or failed. 
CCSN/SNA” at the Liberties College. I work in I enjoyed the different modules offered 
the Central Remedial Clinic school Clontarf and and the opportunities like outings to different 
do a bit of youth work where possible. places, making a mini claymation movie and 

going out on work experience. 
In Leaving Certificate Applied you are 

free to be yourself and learn in the way that suits 
Because the continual assessment and your personality. In other words you don't have 
practical side of the course takes a lot of to fit into the same box as everyone else, if you 
pressure off when it comes to exams. The size of struggle, that's ok. This aspect of the Program 
the class group means that you get more one to gave me more room to explore and understand 
one attention. Also, when you are with the same how I learn in a safe environment.

Leaving Certificate Applied
Graduate Profile- Ashling Caolan

Leaving Certificate Applied
Graduate Profile- Carissa Smith (20)



Task Day 2015
“- a great success”

the year.The Task Day held in Athlone Education 
Suggestions to consider:Centre on Saturday, September 12th was a 
-Workshops are too short and rushedhuge success. Large numbers of teachers 
-Inservice for established teachers of Leaving from many different parts of the country 
Certificate Applied to refreshtraveled to the Westmeath venue to participate 
-Consider setting up an on line forum where in the events facilitated by members of 
we could share ideas and resourcesLCANA, all experienced teachers and some 
-Include an introduction for people who haven't experienced examiners of Leaving Certificate 
taught courses to dateApplied tasks. 
-Encourage schools to have continuity of Amy Kilcline, PDST addressed the 
teachers and separate classes for first and large gathering outlining the supports that are 
second year of course.in place for the coming school year. The 
-Please outline structure of the day so we feedback from the evaluation forms indicate 
know to switch roomsthat participants were very happy with the 
-Periodic cluster meetings in subject areasworkshops and the Athlone venue proved very 
-CPD online courses, maybe an app.popular. It was noted that having these 

workshops at the beginning of the school year 
Many thanks to all the presenters for their hard was an excellent idea as many teachers find 
work preparing the workshops. Thanks to all themselves anchoring different tasks having 
the participants, be assured that all your no prior experience of Leaving Certificate 
suggestions will be examined in detail.Applied. 

Some positive feedback comments:
-Lots of valuable information/tips. 
-Everyone very enthusiastic and helpful. 
-Great to share knowledge. 
-This was a very worthwhile day, excellent 
preparation for me, well done, keep it up! 
-The sample tasks were very good and 
practical. Exactly what I needed at the start of 



On March 5th, 2015 the Leaving Pictorina Monkstown, Super Valu, Quick Pick, 
Certificate Applied group in Rockford Manor Centra Blackrock, Havens Pharmacy, Pizza 
ran their Enterprise Task.  The event, “Bingo Slice, family, friends and teachers).  The prizes 
Buzz” was held in the school and is an integral for both the Bingo and the Raffle were 
part of their course (worth 10 credits). amazing and tickets sold really quickly.

The girls were divided into five groups: The Bingo night was a huge success.  
The Finance Committee, The Administration Such was the demand for the event that the 
Committee, The Advertising Committee, The girls were sold out of bingo tickets and the hall 
Venue Committee and the Raffle Committee.  was packed with about 180 people turning up 
Each group worked diligently on their list of to try their luck.  The Tuck Shop and Raffle all 
tasks over a six week period.  On the week of created revenue on the night.  The girls had 
the event, the girls sold tickets to the “Bingo invested in shares to raise capital for their 
Buzz” to students, staff, family and the public enterprises and were paid a dividend on their 
(in school and outside school). The Raffle shares.  The profits will fund some Leaving 
Committee worked tirelessly to gather prizes Certificate Applied trips with some going to the 
from many local business (including Allure Parents Council of Rockford Manor.
Hairdressers, Scrumdiddleys, Des Kelly, Dáil Well done to the girls on holding such a 
Eireann meal voucher from Mary Mitchell hugely successful and enjoyable Enterprise 
O'Connor, Gleesons Fish Shop Monkstown, Task.

As part of their English and Drama 
modules, Sixth Year Leaving Certificate 
Applied class visited the Bord Gais Energy 
Theatre where they saw The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time. 

Based on the award-winning novel by 
Mark Haddon, adapted by Simon Stephens 
and directed by Marianne Elliott, the Curious 
Incident tells the story of fifteen year old 
Christopher Boone and his quest to find out 
who killed Wellington. 

The students had the opportunity to see 
how a theatre operates and how a play is 
staged. They had had a fantastic time at the 
theatre and they will use this to complete 
some of their key assignments. 

Leaving Certificate Applied
“Bingo Buzz”

Oaklands Community College
visits the Bord Gais Energy Theatre

 



now being encouraged to Since its inception in 
upload resources to 1995 the Leaving Certificate 
Scoilnet.ie through the simple Applied Programme (LCA) 
to use upload function that is was supported by the support 
now available.team of the Second Level 

Similar progression is Support Service (SLSS). 
taking place this academic Since the formation of the 
year in relation to support Professional Development internationally such as 
being provided for   teachers Service for Teachers (PDST)  assessment for learning, 
new to teaching tasks. in September 2010, PDST has differentiating for mixed-ability 
Traditionally these workshops prided itself on continuing the students, the explicit teaching 
took place in the evening time. extensive support that it has of literacy and the integration 
This year the task workshops provided to principals, of numeracy in a 
are being rolled out as a full teachers and co-ordinators in contextualised manner are all 
day seminar with sub cover. both introducing this highly now cornerstones of PDST 
The LCA Chief Examiner's innovative programme, and support to teachers.  An active 
Report (2014) highlighted the also enabling teachers, teaching methodology booklet, 
need for increased cross-through continuing support, to active learning boards, co-
curricular integration and the realise the true potential of the operative learning role cards, 
need to draw on learning from students on this programme. and graphic organisors were 
other areas. In response to Traditionally PDST had provided to all participants at 
these findings PDST have provided professional LCA courses this year and 
overhauled the task full day development for LCA in the their use demonstrated at in-
seminar making the first half of form of a one-day course for service. 
the day generic where the key teachers new to teaching Since September 2015, 
elements of all tasks are various specialisms. A full day PDST have amalgamated the 
explored in great detail. seminar was also provided for support for the four modern 
Teachers will then be co-ordinators new to the foreign languages; craft and 
supported with their individual programme and an evening design, visual art and hotel 
task through the use of an workshop was also available catering and tourism; and 
experienced facilitator, shared to support teachers new to finally agriculture, horticulture 
learning and time to explore teaching specific tasks. In and science. This has been a 
innovative and effective addition to this, evening tremendous success and we 
approaches to implementing workshops were facilitated for are already planning for more 
tasks. existing co-ordinators, and on- amalgamations for the year 

The LCA Coordinator is site school support was also ahead. Further to this many 
pivotal in the success of the provided upon request. existing resources have been 
programme in any school. Active teaching revised and refreshed and 
This is a point further methodologies have always there are plans afoot to 
emphasised by the LCA Chief been an essential ingredient of develop new resources 
Examiner's Report (2014). the professional development including exemplars of 
PDST has also prided itself on provided by PDST. Good students work to further 
the ongoing support it has teaching and learning enhance teaching and 
offered co-ordinators over the practices that are highly learning in LCA. Teachers are 
years whether this was recommended and effective 

Professional Development
Service for Teachers 
supports Leaving Certificate Applied



through e-mail, telephone the State Examinations programme, not without its 
conversations or by Commission in supporting us challenges, is realising this 
attendance at national events. in the development of our goal and we look forward to 
PDST has always encouraged work. the many innovations and 
and facilitated the sharing of In PDST we firmly collegial relations throughout 
best practice between co- believe that we have an the next 20 years. 'Ní neart go 
ordinators. important role to play in cur le chéile agus go raibh 

At this year's full day supporting and enabling maith agaibh go léir'
seminars for LCA co- school  leaders  and teachers Should you wish to apply for 
ordinators a virtual community to build capacity with their own support for your school please 
of practice  was set up using school communities. Working log on to:
the free online tool Edmodo, together with all the 
enabling co-ordinators to stakeholders is the best way All of the resources for LCA 
communicate with each other to harness the innovation and are available here:
at their own pace and in their creativity of teachers and 
own time. This proved very students alike. We would like 
popular with new co-ordinators to acknowledge the great work LCA is administered by:
and we hope to extend this that LCA teachers and LCA PDST,
initiative for all co-ordinators in Local Facilitators and Leaving Certificate Applied, 
the not too distant future. We Associates who have Administration Base,
were delighted to have Miriam contributed so much to the Clare Education Centre,
Horgan (DES) and Maeve LCA programme over the past Government Buildings, Kilrush 
Harkins (SEC) in attendance 20 years. We would also like Road, Ennis, Co Clare.
at the LCA co-ordinator's to commend and thank  
seminars this year. Their LCANA for giving us the Administrator: 
inputs were invaluable, so opportunity to be part of this Karen O' Loughlin
much so, to further support co- wonderful “20 years of LCA” Phone: (065) 6845504
ordinators we are currently celebration. We are delighted Email: lca@pdst.ie
creating a set of five video to be presenting a session at Fax: (065) 684293
tutorials to support principals the conference on an 
and co-ordinators when filling integrated approach to 
in the online data entry teaching and learning in LCA 
system. using the new PDST Active 

Further to this PDST Learning Toolkit that will be 
are currently developing a tool provided for each participant 
for collating credits for key on the day. 
assignments and tasks that             In all of this we cannot 
will facilitate LCA co-ordinators forget our students. As 
and school leaders to gather Guskey (2002) purports, 
this information in a timely and continuing professional 
efficient manner. We would development is only 
like to express our sincere successful if it increase 
thanks to both the Department student learning outcomes. 
of Education and Skills and We firmly believe that the LCA 

www.pdst.ie/schoolsupport

http://cmsnew.pdst.ie/lca 

Professional Development
Service for Teachers 
supports Leaving Certificate Applied Programme



Pat Coffey is a teacher In September 2015, 
of Mathematics and Irish Pat was appointed Team 
currently on secondment Leader for  post-primary 
from St Mary's Academy, Literacy, Junior Certificate 
CBS, in Carlow. Schools (JCSP) and Leaving 

Since being seconded Certificate Applied (LCA) 
to PDST in 2012, Pat has Programmes, and the 
supported post-primary following post-primary 
schools engaging in the subjects; Senior Cycle 
school self-evaluation English , Modern Languages, 
process, primarily in the Home Economics, and 
area of improving the Cultural & Environmental 
teaching and learning of subjects.
numeracy across the 
curriculum. 

Amy Kilcline is a post-primary teacher on 
secondment from Presentation Secondary, 
Thurles where she taught English and 
Geography prior to being seconded to the 
PDST in 2014. 

As an advisor with the PDST, Amy 
supports the Leaving Certificate Applied 
Programme, working with schools and 
presenting seminars on various aspects of 
the programme. Amy works with schools on 
the improvement of teaching and learning 
across the curriculum, through literacy, school 
self-evaluation as well as supporting teachers 
of English

Professional Development
Service for Teachers 
supports Leaving Certificate Applied



Certificate Applied?Janice Mc Garry 
A. The best thing for me was completed her Leaving 
the Leadership subject as I Certificate Applied in St 
knew it was very relevant to Dominic's Secondary in 
what I wanted to do when I left Ballyfermot. She attended St. 
school.Gabriel's Primary School in 
Q. What did you do after Ballyfermot. Ballyfermot. Both 
Leaving Certificate Applied?schools were girls only schools.  
A. I went to do a PLC in Here Janice shares her story 
Community Health Service in with us.
Ballyfermot College. This was 
my progression route to NUI Q. Did you enjoy Junior Cert 
Maynooth. While I studied in First, Second and Third Years?
Ballyfermot I also did an A.I enjoyed the Junior Cent 
evening course in Larkin years but not as much as 
College in Youth Studies Fourth to Sixth Years as there 
before I applied to do a was more variety after TY and 
Diploma in NUI Maynooth. I within the Leaving Certificate 
worked in Ballyfermot Youth Applied in terms of my own 
Service during this time as a learning style.
peer educator and youth Q. Why did you decide that the 
worker and later, team leader. I traditional Leaving Certificate 

then decided to apply to UCD to do Masters in was not for you ?
Equality Studies which helped me to take on A.I decided that it was not for me due to my 
the role of Project Manager with St. Michaels experience of First to Third Year. I found 
Youth Project. I worked there for five years traditional subjects boring except for History. 
before leaving to take up my current role as The way in which traditional subjects are 
CSR Project Manager for a student support delivered rather than facilitated challenged me 
programme with DPS engineering.and I was very frustrated and wondered how 
Q. What advice would you offer to those doing most of these subjects would benefit me when 
Leaving Certificate Applied?I left school.
A.I would advise students to think about what Q. Why did you feel Leaving Certificate 
they want to do when they leave school. What Applied would better meet your needs?

Leaving Certificate will most benefit you? Know that you can do A.I was very interested in 
Leaving Certificate AppliedApplied P everything with  that  due to the nature of the rogramme 

you can do with the Traditional Leaving e.g. building up credits over a period of time 
Certificate, it just takes a bit longer. Don't be rather than having huge pressure at the end. I 
embarrassed by what other people think. enjoyed the practical subjects. I was lucky to 
Those people don't fully understand Leaving have a teacher who challenged us to take on 
Certificate Applied or the benefits of it. A lot of responsibility as students by getting involved 
people do PLC before going to third level as in our local community and beyond. We 
they sometime feel they are not readyl. Be actually signed a petition during the summer to 

Leaving Certificate Applied proud of your decision and show others how make sure that  
good Leaving Certificate Applied is.went ahead the following September.

Q. What was the best thing about Leaving 

Profile - Janice McGarry



suited her learning College following the she  recommends to 
style. Leaving Certificate all young people to 

In particular, Applied. She has now consider doing Leav-
Sally praised the completed year two of ing Certificate Applied.  
practical nature of the the Community and She really enjoyed the 
tasks and key Youth Work degree Social Education 
assignments. The Programme in course as she has a 
continuous assess- Maynooth University. keen interest in politics 
ment approach, the Although quite and current affairs. 
constant deadlines to challenging, she has She has recently 
be met, Sally explains, adapted very well to completed a two Sally Flynn 
prepares the students the academic way of month work placement completed her Leaving 
to succeed in third life. in Italy and in the Certificate Applied in 
level education. Sitting Sally feels that future will pursue St Dominic’s College 
in a large exam hall, the Leaving Certificate employment as a in  Ballyfermot and is 
completing written Applied provides youth worker, very enthusiastic 
exams was not for her. students with a great hopefully with the about the Programme. 

Sally completed opportunity to learn Ballyfermot Youth She feels that the 
a two year PLC course about themselves as Service where she is structure , the approa-
in Youth and Comm- personal development currently a volunteer.ch to teaching and 
unity Work in Liberty is a key element and assessment really 

Profile - Sally Flynn

Profile - Leanne O’Donoghue

Leanne attended ease with it and it working life as I had 
Limerick Youth helped to prepare me to do the experience 
Service and took for interviews. It also in many different 
Childcare Level 5 and prepared me for my areas which also 
Level 6 when she left entry into College helped me decide 
school. She is curre- where I successfully what I wanted to do 
ntly employed on TUS completed two years when I finished my 
scheme doing admin- in a childcare course.” Leaving Certificate. 
istration work. ”Having to complete My confidence 

“Leaving projects helped to was also greatly help-
Certificate Applied prepare me for doing ed by the Leaving 
was important to me” assignments in Certificate Applied  
she explained, “It College and meeting Programme.”
helped me to achieve deadlines. The work 
my Leaving Certific- experience helped 
ate. I felt more at prepare me for 



Profile - Shane Murphy

Applied: "I gained commu-Shane Murphyreceived his BA 
nication skills which helped Hons (2:1) in Exercise and 
me to interact better with Health Studies from WIT
others and to perform well at Shane attended Col-
interviews. Leaving Certificate aiste Iosagain, Portarlington, 
Applied also gave me the Co Laois and graduated in 
opportunity to find a career of 2009 with a Distinction in 
interest to me. I found it less Leaving Certificate Applied, 
stressfull as the assessment is scoring 95%. That September 
spread over two years and he took a Level 5 Certificate in 
with the smaller classes there Sport and Recreation for one 
was more time for one to one year in IFE Carlow. He then 
work with the teachers to get attended WIT studying for the 
the help I needed. It also BA level 8 degree. 
provided me with valuable He had this to say 
skills to enter the work force ”about Leaving Certificate 

I enrolled in the Leaving following September.  I was ment role in the Key Accounts 
Certificate Applied (LCA) encouraged to succeed by not department. I am also in year 
programme in or around 2000 only my family but my old four of my University College 
having spent two years as a project supervisors and Dublin (UCD) Business and 
trainee with Limerick Youth teachers at LYS. I completed Financial Accounting degree, 
Service. the NCEF and the following having achieved first class 

The Leaving Certificate year, enrolled in Colaiste honours at diploma stage in 
Applied Programme allowed Chiarain in Croom for a 2013. I will (hopefully) 
me to develop skills that would Diploma in Leisure and graduate in 2016.
not naturally come out in the Recreation Management. I 
traditional Leaving Certificate completed this successfully 
such as when we set up a mini and then spent a summer in 
enterprise and I was appoin- the USA. I returned in 
ted Managing Director. After September 2005 and that 
completing the Leaving October, I interviewed for a 
Certificate Applied  team position in O2 Communic-
assisted me to complete the ations in Limerick and was 
National Certificate in Exercise successful. I still work for the 
and Fitness (NCEF) at same company and now I am 
University of Limerick the in a senior account manage-

Profile - Eddie O’Neill



LCANA Committee

A Complete Resource for Student and Teacher



LCANA Committee
Profiles 

John Linehan
Founder member of and at present council 

member of LCANA.
Former Leaving Cert Applied Coordinator and 
teacher of Leaving Certificate Applied. Set up the 
programme in Nagle Rice Secondary School in 
Doneraile Co Cork.

Wrote the 'Job Search' Module as part of 
the Vocational Preparation and Guidance Course.

At present Deputy Principal Nagle Rice 
Secondary School Doneraile.

Sandra Joyce
Leaving Certificate Applied Coordinator in 

Rockford Manor Secondary School, Blackrock Co. 
Dublin. Has been coordinating the Leaving 
Certificate Applied programme for 17 years and 
teaching Hotel Catering and Tourism, Social 
Education and Vocational Education and 
Guidance. Sandra has been on the LCANA 
committee for five years. Initially Membership 
Officer of the Executive committee and is now 
secretary of the LCANA. 

Brian Comerford
Guidance Counsellor in St Kevin's College 

Crumlin for twelve years, Teaches Vocational 
Preparation & Guidance and Maths. Brian has 
taken a career break to allow him to develop 
teaching and learning resources for Leaving 
Certificate Applied and Work Experience for his 
company Classroom Guidance. Brian been on 
the LCANA committee for three years and was 
recently given the role of Membership Officer 



LCANA Committee
Profiles 

Mary Farrell
Mary taught at Greenhills College, Walkinstown for thirty 
six years. She introduced and coordinated the Leaving 
Certificate Applied for twelve years and taught Social 
Education. She has been a member of the LCANA 
council for fifteen years and acted as secretary for a 
number of years.

Caron Finlay
Teacher of French and German since 1990 in Scoil Dara, 
Kilcock. Caron has been involved in Leaving Certificate 
Applied for the last 15 years and teaches 
French/German/ Spanish, Practical Achievement Task 
and Personal Reflection.

Pat Cashman
Teacher of Technology as well as Design and 
Communication Graphics at St. Colman’s College, 
Fermoy. Enthusiastic supporter of Leaving Certificate 
Applied. Pat has been a member of the LCANA council 
for many years and has held the post of Treasurer for the 
past three.

Shona O’Callaghan
Shona is a teacher of English, History and Religion in 
Oaklands Community College, Edenderry. She has been 
a member of LCANA since 2013. Shona also works with 
PDST as an associate. 



Causey Farm
-Oaklands Community College

Every year, 5th year Leaving Certificate Fifth Year Leaving Certificate class went on 
Applied students in Oaklands Community our induction trip the 14th of September. We 
College go to Causey Farm as part of their got a bus to Causey farm where we got a 
induction. Here are some of the student  warm welcome from our guide Elle. We had to 
responses to the day. wash our hands before we went into the house 

where Elle and Mr Stafford showed us how to 
Fifth Year Leaving Certificate Applied went on bake brown bread. Elle fired eggs at us and I 
a Trip to Causey Farm on Monday 14th thought I was going to drop it! I took part in the 
September. Ms Keane, Ms O'Callaghan and read making, the bodhran and painting my 
Mr Stafford went with us. When we got there name on the wall. It was really cool. I also 
we all got to bake homemade brown bread. milked a cow. I really enjoyed the tractor ride 
After that we got to feed the animals and we to the bog hopping. It ended on a good note 
also got to go bog hopping.I really enjoyed it. with great entertainment as my classmates 
The best part of it was jumping into the bog crawled out of the bog!
holes. It was very funny. Courtney Mooney
Aoife Ryan

The Causey Farm trip was part of our 
induction to Leaving Certificate Applied. The 
first thing we did was make brown bread. Ella 
threw the eggs at us and we had to catch 
them. We got to paint our names on the wall. 
Later we went bog hopping. That was funny.
Dylan McNamara

We all had a good time. We made lovely 
brown bread, we went to see the ponies and 
also got to milk some cows. After lunch we got 
on a trailer and went out to the bog.
I very much enjoyed the trip. My favourite part 
of the trip was going on the trailer out to the 
bog.
Melanie O'Brien 

Fifth Year Leaving Certificate Applied went on 
a trip to Causey farm as part of our induction. 
We went bog hopping and had a lot of fun. We 
had races in the swamp. We got stuck in the 
bog and it was very hard to get out. We also 
got to play the Bodhran.I enjoyed Causey 
Farm a lot. My favourite part was jumping into 
the bog hole. 
Jack Murphy



LCANA CALENDAR
of Events for 2015/16

SAT. SEPT 12th

SAT OCT 3rd

SAT. OCT 17th

SAT NOV 21st

NOVEMBER

MON DECEMBER 7th

SAT. JANUARY 16th

MARCH 2016

LCANA TASK WORKHOP FOR LCA COORDINATORS AND TEACHERS

 
LCANA STAND AT FEILTE RDS ,DUBLIN

LCANA EXECUTIVE MEETING

20TH ANNIVERSARY AND NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF LCA (INCLUDING FEARGAL 
QUINN NATIONAL AWARDS) IN THE HODSON BAY HOTEL,  ATHLONE CO. WESTMEATH

 
WORKSHOPS IN CORK/KERRY, KILKENNY AND SLIGO/DONEGAL (DATES TO BE 
DECIDED)

LCANA WORKSHOP
"The LCA school plan (preparing for LCA inspection)and role of the Coordinator in school"
Venue: Blackrock Teachers Centre(4.15pm-6.15pm) Contact Sandra 087-2249845
Navan Ed Centre (6-8pm) Contact Maureen 087-2309897 

 
LCANA EXECUTIVE MEETING

WORKSHOPS IN CORK/KERRY, LAOIS/ATHLONE AND SLIGO/DONEGAL(DATES TO BE 
DECIDED)



LCANA - about us

Council Members 2015/2016
Chairperson: 

Tom Rodgers, 14 Newtown, Grange, Co. Sligo 
Email: thomrodgers@eircom.net Phone: 0868307737

Hon. Secretary: Sandra Joyce, 
Rockford Manor Secondary School, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. 

Email: Sandrafeely@gmail.com Ph. 0872249845 

Hon. Treasurer: Pat Cashman, St. Colman's College, Fermoy, Co. Cork.
 Email: CashmanPat66@eircom.net Ph. 0868249053

 
Membership Secretary: Brian Comerford, 61 Mallfield, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny

 Email: briancomerford9@gmail.com Ph. 

Council Members 

Mary Farrell, Dublin 10
Email: marietherese8farrell@gmail.com 

Brian Comerford, 61 Mallfield, Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny 
Email: briancomerford9@gmail.com 

John Linehan, Nagle Rice Secondary School, Doneraile, Co. Cork. 
Email: jflinehan@yahoo.com 

Shona O'Callaghan, Oaklands Community College, Edenderry, Co. Offally. 
Email: shonaocallaghan@hotmail.com 

Siobhan Keogh, Sacred Heart School, Tullamore, Co. Offaly. 
Email: Keoghsm@eircom.net 

Maureen Casey,Caritas, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10. 
Email: maureenmcasey@gmail.com 

Margaret Pegnam, Cabinteely Community School 
Email: info@cabinteelycs.ie

Leaving Certificate Applied National Association, 
Dublin West Education Centre, 

Old Blessington Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 
T: 086 235 8638  info@lca-association.com

 www.lca-association.com 

The Leaving Certificate Applied National Association was set up in early 2002 evolving from the NALCAC. 

The aims of the Association are to promote and support the role of the Co-ordinator, assist communication and 
cooperation between members of the Association and interested bodies and contribute to the ongoing growth and 

development of the Leaving Certificate Applied. It is a national association with members from all parts of the country.

The day-to-day running of the Association is carried out by the Council, which consists of seven voluntary members. 
The council meets about six times during the school year. In addition, members are involved in organising regional 

meetings and meetings with interested bodies from time to time.


